Vatican City, 12 July 2005

392/2005
Circular Letter No. 3

To the Chancellors, Rectors and Deans
of Ecclesiastical Faculties

and for the information of

the Rectors of Catholic Universities and
Presidents of Episcopal Conferences:

At the end of the current academic year, the Caagien for Catholic Education
addresses this additional Circular Letter to thierdion of all those responsible for
Ecclesiastical Faculties in order to inform thentrd recent developments related to
the Bologna Process. Moreover, the Congregati@neshits contents with those
responsible for the administration of Catholic Uarsities as well as the Presidents of
Episcopal Conferences to keep them abreast ointipisrtant information.

Since the writing of our last letter, dated 28 ®eto 2004, particularly intense
activity has ensued. The Commission of the Corajreqg for the Bologna Process
has met in Rome five times and various members liaken part in numerous
seminars and meetings, fostering the Bologna Felip\Group (BFUG).

With this correspondence, we intend: to provideatlsetic review of the work that

has transpired in the course of the year; to reporthe recent Ministerial Meeting

held in Bergen (Norway); to recall the objectivbee Bologna Process that require
specific action on the part of the Ecclesiasticatifties; and to highlight some

important recommendations.

1. Follow-Up Seminarsand Other Initiatives
Between October 2004 and May 2005, members of dmandission and Officials of
the Congregation participated in a number of thelystseminars organized for the
countries party to the Process as well as varioestings of the Secretariat of the
BFUG.

It was decided to attend the seminars that focusetbpics particularly useful to
implementing a careful study of the technical regments connected with the
Bologna Process. In Nordwijk (10-12 October 20048, seminar focused on student
mobility and related matters; at Riga (3-4 DecemB8604), the recognition of
academic degrees and duration of study programsreai®d; in Copenhagen (13-14



January 2005), the various aspects of the Qudlibica Framework were deliberated;
and in Warsaw (14-16 February 2005), cooperatiooranthe various accreditation
agencies was discussed.

This year the BFUG has had a very ambitious wohlkedale, which included the four
meetings of the Secretariat, in preparation ofBleegen Ministerial Meeting. The

Holy See was represented at these meetings that haatticular significance for

checking the progress of initiatives oriented talhachieving the common objectives
set for 2005: namely, the three-cycle higher edaocaystem; the introduction of the
European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)—a new syftermeasuring, comparing

and transferring credits; and the Diploma Suppldmandocument attached to a
higher education diploma aiming at improving intdronal transparency and at
facilitating the academic and professional recognibf qualifications.

In this regard, like all the other nations partythe Process, the Holy See through the
Congregation, was required to submit to the BFUGetailed report (Stocktaking
Report) of the level of conformity of Ecclesiasti¢aaculties in implementing the
reforms agreed upon in the Process. The BFUG inalyzed the submitted Reports
and have given a comprehensive evaluation. As tegpasn the Bologna Process
website (cf. http://www.bologna-bergen2005.no/Bergen/050509 i@éding.pd), the Holy
See has received a good rating.

2. The Ministerial M eeting at Bergen (19-20 May 2005)
The work of the Fourth Conference of European Mams Responsible for Higher
Education focused on two main topics: a mid-terral@ation of the progress made
thus far, tracing the various efforts to implem#rda Bologna Process between 1999
and 2005; and to set goals and priorities to bplace by 2010 as well as to begin
reflecting on the post-Process situation from 2@h@8 beyond. Information on this
topic is available in the Bergen Communiqué detgithe work accomplished at the
Bergen Meeting on the Bologna Process website (afp://www.bologna-
bergen2005.no/Docs/00-Main_doc/050520 Bergen_Corigmerpd).

Regarding the mid-term evaluation, generally spegkisatisfactory progress has
been made. The last two years, in particular, atreessed an accelerated effort in
applying the agreed upon priorities and goals:iti@duction of a common degree
system; the coordination of the creation of mectrasi and/or agencies for Quality
Assurance; the implementation of a common credlitdfer system, ECTS.

Further challenges and priorities for the futureevelentified as: the importance of
academic research, particularly the third cycledeech doctorate); the quality of the
social dimension of the conditions of higher ediacatand facilitating the mobility
of students as well as the academic and profedsstati. In the next two years
(2005-2007), all the members of the Process muedepit a progress report to the
BFUG, particularly dealing with: the implementatiohthe standards and guidelines
for Quality Assurance; creation of the National rReavork for Qualifications (a



guide to all the academic requirements of the dthtal systems of each member
country); the presentation of statistical data o mobility of staff and students as
well as on the social and economic situation ofietus.

3. Objectivesto be Implemented
We wish to highlight some of the obligations thlagé tEcclesiastical Faculties are
expected to implement beginning with the acadermar Y005-2006.
a.. With the new academic year, all EcclesiasticatUfies must implement the
European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) and intredine Diploma Supplement. In
this regard, those responsible for the administnatf the Faculties are asked to
follow the directions laid down in the General Galides that were sent together with
the previous Circular Letter, dated 28 October 2004the Faculty is planning to
implement the ECTS gradually, the new system camtoeduced alongside the old
system. With regard to the Diploma Supplement, dn@y, the Secretariats of the
Faculties are to implement its use immediatelyarg case, students should have the
opportunity to request the Diploma Supplement dutime course of the 2005-2006
academic year, even if a definitive form is not nezdy.
b. More complex, however, are the efforts to credtective policies and procedures
necessary to guarantee Quality Assurance. Thisastd will involve various levels
of responsibility, including that of the Congregatifor Catholic Education.

The first level of responsibility falls, howevern dhe academic institution itself.

Each Ecclesiastical Faculty or Ecclesiastical tasti should draw up policies and

procedures that are appropriate to carry out ag@ierreview or self-evaluation of the

regular and effective operation of the institutiarall its aspects (academic courses,
the number of teachers, evaluation of the teacttimg,size and use of the library,

enrollment, internal relations, etc.).

The Congregation requests that each Faculty, duneg2005-2006 academic year,
create, within itself, a committee to initiate tpeocess of self-evaluation. To this
end, the Congregation’s Commission for the Bologr@cess has prepared an outline
of useful guidelines in this regard. (cf. the eltied “Guidelines for Internal
Evaluation”). We underline the fact that this tfilevel of evaluation is a task
entrusted to the responsibility of each Faculty #rat the enclosed guidelines are
only suggestions. At the request of BFUG, the peam Network for Quality
Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA) has preparedeaiines to follow in this
matter. The most updated text is available at tiodowing address:
http://enga.net/bologna.lasso .

It is extremely important to engage this processrder to achieve two results: above
all, for the Ecclesiastical Faculty or Ecclesiadtimstitute itself, to acquire a more
detailed and objective knowledge of the effectissneand performance of the
institution, in accord with its mission; and seclyntb prepare a dependable database
which will facilitate establishing the requisite &acy of Evaluation, in the near
future.



4. Recommendations

The Holy See, in its commitment of implementing t@als of the Process, has
obtained officially recognized positive resultsetYthere remains much to do in the
coming months and years. These tasks include:ra nesolute examination of the
mechanisms of Quality Assurance; the appropriate afsthe ECTS system; the
creation of a centralized data base; and studetitipation in these processes.

In order to proceed correctly, without creating ecessary distraction from the
ordinary operation of our academic institutions, ask that the recommendations
provided by the Congregation in these Circularénrsg be implemented responsibly.

An express recommendation is made concerning thpementation of the three
academic cycles in the Faculty of Theology. It traesapplied with careful attention
to the canonical prescriptions of the Apostolic &dation, Sapientia christiana (cf.
Artt. 46-50 and 66-74). This legislation, which te be implemented without
exception, requires that the duration of the Rigtle of theological studies is five
years, of which a philosophical biennium is inclddeThis is directed particularly
toward the Theological Faculties that also offexgsams regulated by other member
countries of the Bologna Process. On the basthaede valid ordinances, the three
Ecclesiastical academic degrees fully corresportledhree academic degrees of the
Bologna Process. Changes, therefore, to the desteunature of the program or in
the norms regulating the curriculum are prohibitethout the express permission of
this Dicastery.

In entrusting the above mentioned guidelines taatbention of the administrations of
our Ecclesiastical Faculties and Institutes, wegaegeful for your cooperation and
are convinced that the Bologna Process can praadepportunity to assess and
strengthen the many academic Ecclesiastical itistitsL

Have a safe and restful vacation!




